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Conference Objectives 
 

The objectives for the Farm Equipment - Motor Crash Prevention Conference hosted by the Great Plains 
Center for Agricultural Health (GPCAH) are to: 
a)      facilitate the presentation of information and data from the nine-state region that is related to the  
         interaction of farm equipment and motor vehicles on public roadways.  
b)      provide a forum for discussions among diverse group of stakeholders from within and among the 
          nine-state region with interests related to the movement of farm equipment on public roadways. 
c)      produce recommendations for future research, data acquisition, education, training, and  
         programming needed to reduce the number of crashes involving farm equipment and motor 
         vehicles. 
d)      reach consensus on specific goals and measurable outcomes to promote throughout the nine-state  
         region to reduce the overall number, severity and amount of property damage in farm equipment  
         and motor vehicle crashes 
e)      allow each state contingent to formalize an action plan containing individual facets to use within 
         their state to achieve an overall reduction in the number of farm equipment and motor vehicle  
         crash (FEMVC) incidents and injuries. 

 “This conference was supported in part by grant number 5 U50 OH007548 to the Great Plains Center for 
Agricultural Health from CDC-NIOSH.  Its content and proceedings are solely the responsibility of the 
organizers, presenters, and authors and do not necessarily represent the views of CDC, NIOSH, or the 
Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health.” 

GROWMARK 
FOUNDATION 
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Tuesday, March 17 
 
8:00 AM     Welcome 
   President Gary Douglas and Vice-President Steve Simmons, Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance 
 
   Wayne Sanderson, PhD, Center Director, Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health, University of Iowa 
 
Logistics and Emcee:  
   Robert Aherin, PhD, Professor and UI-Extension Safety Specialist, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
History of ASAE S279 Evolution – “Drivers” of Changes to the Standard 
   Michael Weber, Manager, Technical & Safety Services, Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 
 
Driver Education and Training and Curriculum – Nine-State Review   

Dr. Dale O. Ritzel, Director/Professor Emeritus, Safety Center/Health Education, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, Dr.Ritzel is presenting for Dr. Allen Robinson CEO - American Driver and Traffic Safety Education 
Association 

 
10:15 – 10:30 AM     BREAK 
 
10:30 AM     Tractor Risk Abatement and Control, Lessons Learned    
   Mel Myers, Associate Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Rural Roadway Questionnaire for High School Driver Education Instructors 
   Dan Neenan, Manager, National Education Center for Agricultural Safety 
 
12:00 – 12:45 PM     LUNCH PROVIDED 
 
1:00 – 1:30 PM    Group discussion on how best to meet in work-groups for facilitated discussions 
 
1:30 – 2:15 PM     How to Train a Commercial Driver: the 25 Year Old Unanswered Question  
   Mike O’Connell, Executive Director, Commercial Vehicle Training Association  
 
2:15 – 3:00 PM     Farm Equipment-Motor Vehicle Crash Research & Outreach Activities 
     Keith K. Knapp, P.E., Director of Transportation Safety Engineering, Center for Excellence in Rural Safety,   
    University of Minnesota 
 
3:00 – 3:15 PM     BREAK 
 
3:15 – 4:00 PM     Agricultural Equipment on Public Roads White Paper 
     Dennis J. Murphy, Professor of Agricultural Safety & Health and Extension Safety Specialist 
 
4:00 – 5:15 PM  Work Group Discussions 
 
5:15 – 5:30 PM  Discussion and Wrap Up of Days Activities, Chip Petrea 
 
ADJOURN 
 
6:30 PM  GROUP DINNER PROVIDED 
     Following Dinner – Work-groups meet as needed 

Farm Equipment/Motor Vehicle Crash Prevention 
Conference Agenda 

March 17-18, 2009  
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Wednesday, March 18 
 
8:00 AM     Reports from each work-group facilitator given. 
   Large group discussion, thoughts and reactions. 
 
9:00AM     Dependent on results of discussions on Tuesday 

Each State’s contingent work-groups meeting to begin drafting priority items for action plans, Work-Groups 
facilitated by advisory committee member(s) from that State 

 
10:15 – 10:30 AM     BREAK 
 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM     Group meeting to report on action plan facets and strategies    
   Chip Petrea, UIUC 
 
   Conference evaluation and follow-up evaluation time line 
 
12:30 – 1:30PM     LUNCH PROVIDED, ADJOURN 
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Keith Knapp 
 
Keith Knapp, PE is the Director for Transportation Safety Engineering at the Center for Excellence in 

Rural Safety (CERS) at the University of Minnesota.  He is a transportation engineer with almost 20 

years of experience in research/training/consulting.  His work has focused on the safety and operational 

impacts of various roadway characteristics (e.g., geometrics, weather, polices, etc.).  He has been an 

instructor in more than 40 training courses and taught traffic engineering, safety, and highway design at 

various universities. 

 
Dennis Murphy 
 
Dennis Murphy is a Cooperative Extension Farm Safety Specialist and a Certified Safety Professional in 

the Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural Sciences, The 

Pennsylvania State University. Current program areas that Dennis works in include applied research and 

education for: tractor and machinery safety issues; youth safety; classification of agricultural deaths and 

injuries; methods of modifying farm worker safety behavior; evaluating safety interventions; and 

responding to farm injury emergencies. 

  
Mel Myers 
 
Mel Myers served as Adjunct Assistant Professor for the Department of Environmental and 

Occupational Health at the Rollins School of Public Health of Emory University since 1992 teaching in 

the course, Occupational and Environmental Health Policy. In 1998, he served as Senior Editor for the 

ILO Encyclopedia of Occupational Health and Safety, and he retired from The National Institute for 

Occupational Safety and Health, U.S. Public Health Service. Since then, he has conducted research at the 

University of Kentucky where he is a research engineer conducting cost-effectiveness analyses and 

tractor safety studies and is a Principal Investigator on a grant regarding occupational safety and health 

in aquaculture. 

 
Dan Neenan 
 

Dan Neenan is the manager of the National Education Center for Agricultural Safety located in Peosta 

Iowa, he is a Paramedic Specialist and fire- fighter. Dan serves on the I-CASH board of directors, Iowa 

EMS advisory board and chairs the Iowa Community College Fire Program managers with the Iowa Fire 

Service Training Bureau 

Speaker Bios 
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Mike O’Connell 
 
Mike O'Connell is a transportation attorney practicing in Washington, DC.  He is Executive Director and 

Counsel to the Commercial Vehicle Training Association.  His practice has in the transportation field 

spanned 25 years, during which he has served at various times as general counsel to CVTA as well as the 

Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, the Professional Truck Driver Institute, the Owner-Operator 

Independent Drivers Association and many individual motor carrier interests. 

 
Prior to beginning his practice, he served as a senior policy analyst in the Office of the Secretary of the 

U.S. Department of Transportation for 5 years.   He received a Masters degree in Political Science and a 

Master of Public Administration form the University of West Florida, where he also taught as an adjunct 

professor from 1983- 1991.  He also earned his law degree from the Catholic University of America. 

 
Dale O. Ritzel 
 
Dale O. Ritzel was Director and Professor of Injury Prevention at Southern Illinois University 

Carbondale until retiring after 41 years of teaching and research.  In both 2007 and 2008, he received the 

top research award given by the National Safety Council.  He currently is President-Elect of the Illinois 

High School and College Driver Education Association.   

  

Michael Weber 
 
Michael Weber is the manager of Technical and Safety Services for the Association of Equipment 

Manaufactures (AEM).  He currently serves as the AEM facilitator for the following product safety and 

technical committees/councils: Construction Equipment Standards & Regulations Committee, Farm 

Equipment Council Ag Safety Committee, Farm Equipment Council Ag Lighting Subcommittee, Farm 

Equipment Council Ag ROPS Subcommittee, Farm Equipment Council Tractor-Implement Interface/

PTO Subcommittee, Farm Equipment Council Ag Safety Pictorial Subcommittee, Product Safety & 

Compliance Seminar Planning Committee and Safety Sign Pictorial Committee. 

 
Michael is also the AEM representative for the following organizations: Agricultural Safety & Health 

Council of America (ASHCA), NIOSH, National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) and ANSI 

Z535 Committee for Safety Signs and Colors.  He is a member of  American Society of Agricultural and 

Biological Engineers (ASABE), SAE International, Standards Engineering Society (SES) and National 

Institute for Farm Safety (NIFS). Michael has 30+ years of practical application in Technical 

Communication and is a Textron Six Sigma Green Belt trained in DMAIC and 

LEAN processes. 

Speaker Bios Cont’d. 
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Participant List 

Robert Aherin, PhD 
Professor, and 
UI-Extension Safety Specialist 
University of Illinois 
Dept. Ag. & Bio Engineering 
1304 West Pennsylvania Ave 
Urbana, IL  61801 
(217) 333-3417 
raherin@illinois.edu 
 
William Booker  
UNL Extension Educator  
Box Butte County 
415 Black Hills Avenue 
Alliance, NE  69301-3243 
308-762-5616 
wbooker2@unl.edu 
 
Todd Brautigam 
Officer 
Kendall County Sheriff's Office 
1102 Cornell Lane 
Yorkville IL. 60560 
(630)553-7500 
TBrautigam@co.kendall.il.us 
 
Keith Brown 
Saline County Sheriff 
1 N Main St 
Harrisburg, IL 62946 
618-252-8661 
sheriff@clearwave.com 
 
Shari Burgus 
Education Director, FS4JK 
11304 Aurora Ave. 
Urbandale, IA  50322 
515-331-6506 
shari@fs4jk.org 
 
Gib Cady 
Farmer 
Henry County Sheriff 
311 West Center St. 
Cambridge, IL  61238 
(309) 937-3911 
gcady@henrycty.com 

 
 

Ellen Culver, Program Director 
Member Services and Public Relations 
Illinois Farm Bureau 
1701 Towanda Ave. 
Bloomington, IL 61701 
(309) 557 2534 
eculver@ilfb.org 
 
Ron Dennis 
Ag Specialist 
Nationwide Agribusiness 
1100 Locust St. 
Des Moines, IA  50309 
563-785-6551 
 
Gary Erisman, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Farmer, EMT 
PO Box 287 
Stanford, IL 61774 
309-379-6431 
imnemt2@msn.com 
 
Eileen Fisher, PhD 
Associate Director 
Iowa Center for Agricultural Safety and Health 
100 Oakdale Campus #120 IREH 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 52242 
(319) 335-4224 
eileen-fisher@uiowa.edu 
 
Carson Fitzgerald 
Director, Nebraska Safety Center  
West Center, UNK 
Kearney, NE. 68849 
(308)865-8562 
brooksgb@unk.edu 
 
Karen Funkenbusch 
Extension and Director MO AgrAbility 
University of Missouri 
211 Agriculture Engineering Bldg 
Columbia, MO  65211 
(573) 884-1268 
FunkenbuschK@missouri.edu 
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Jan Goldsmith, RN 
Clinical Trials Nurse 
I-CASH Advisory Council 
1675 Walnut Woods Dr 
W. Des Moines, IA 50265 
janetgoldsmith@mchsi.com 
515-287-7846 
 
Karin Groves 
Sergeant 
McHenry County Sheriff Dept. 
2200 N. Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
(815) 338-2144 
kagroves@co.mchenry.il.us 
 
Paul Gunderson, PhD 
Farmer 
Director, Dakota Center for Technology-Optimized 
Agriculture 
Lake Region State College 
1801 College Drive N. 
Devils Lake, ND 58301-1598 
(701) 662-1600 
paul.d.gunderson.1@lrsc.edu 
 
Diane Hall 
Membership / Traffic 
South Dakota Safety Council 
1108 N. West Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
(605) 361-7785 
dhall@SouthDakotaSafetyCouncil.org 
 
Brian Hammer, MPA, CDS 
Nationwide Agribusiness 
Fleet Consultant 
Loss Control Services 
1100 Locust St. 
Des Moines, IA  50309 
563-785-6551 
BHAMMER@nationwide.com 
 
Kevin Hickey 
Chief Deputy 
DeKalb County Sheriff's Office 
150 North Main Street 
Sycamore Illinois  60178 
(815) 895 5829 
khickey@dekalbcounty.org 

Holly R. Higgins 
Director 
Safety & Agriculture Ed. 
Kansas Farm Bureau 
785-587-6149 
higginsh@kfb.org 
 
John Jefferson, Sheriff 
Hancock County Sheriff's Office 
P.O. Box 66 
Carthage, Illinois 62321 
217-357-2115 
sheriffj@mchsi.com 
 
Keith Knapp 
Director for Transportation Safety Engineering 
Center for Excellence in Rural Safety (CERS) 
University of Minnesota 
301 19th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
612-626-1077 
knapp078@umn.edu 
 
Julian Ortiz 
Deputy Sheriff, Clay County 
PO Box 7957 
3121 W 4th St 
Spencer, Iowa 51301 
(712) 262-3221 
clayshrf@co.clay.ia.us 
 
 
Trooper Vince Kurtz, 495  
Iowa State Patrol Post 6 
Safety Education  
503 W. 44th St.  
Spencer, IA  51301  
712-262-1424  
kurtz@dps.state.ia.us 
 
Tracton Lewis 
Box 21 
Park River, ND 58270 
701-284-6787 
tractonl@polarcomm.com 
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Murray Madsen 
Associate Director 
Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health 
100 Oakdale Campus #120 IREH 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 52242 
(319) 335-4481 
murray-madsen@iowa.edu 
 
Eric Majeres 
Volunteers of America 
Dakotas' Highway Safety Program 
1309 W. 51st Street 
Sioux Falls, SD  57105 
(605) 339-1199 ext. 301 
e.majeres@voa-dakotas.org 
 
Carol Miller 
Polk County Farm Bureau 
12023 NE 22nd Street 
Ankeny, IA 50023 
Rcadmiller@aol.com 
 
Roger Mulch 
Jefferson County Sheriff 
911 Casey Ave 
Mount Vernon, IL  62864 
(618) 244-8004 
rdmulch@jeffil.us 
 
Dr. Dennis J. Murphy, CSP 
Professor & Extension Safety Specialist 
221 Agricultural Engineering Building 
University Park, PA 16802 
(814) 865-7157 
djm13@psu.edu 
 
Mel Myers 
Assoc. Prof., Preventive Medicine and Env. Health 
University of Kentucky College of Public Health 
SE Center for Agr. Health and Injury Prevention 
1141 Red Mile Road, Suite 102 
Lexington, KY 40504-9842 
859-323-6836 
melmyers@bellsouth.net 
 

 
 

Larry Nagel, President 
ND Driver & Traffic Safety Education Assoc., 
Inc. 
8650 43rd Avenue 
Shields, ND 58569 
(701) 597-3730 
Email: larryn@westriv.com 
 
Dan Neenan, Manager 
National Education Center for Agricultural 
Safety (NECAS) 
10250 Sundown Road 
Peosta Iowa 52068 
(888) 844-6322 or (563) 556-5110 ext 248 
neenand@nicc.edu 
 
Polly Nicholson 
Executive Director 
North East Independent Living Services 
(NEILS) 
909 Broadway Ste 350 
Hannibal, MO 63401 
(573) 221-8282 
Polly@neilscenter.org 
 
Sharry Nielsen, Extension Educator 
UNL Extension 
Kearney/Franklin Counties 
PO Box 31 
Minden, NE   68959 
(308) 832‐0645 
snielsen1@unl.edu 
 
Mike O’Connell 
Executive Director 
Commercial Vehicle Training Association 
PO Box 5310 
Springfield, VA  22150 
(703) 642-9444 
mike@cvta.org 
 
Sean Owings 
Highway Safety, Traffic Engineering Division 
Nebraska Department of Roads 
1500 Highway 2 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68502 
(402)-479-4628 
Sean.Owings@Nebraska.gov 
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Chip Petrea, PhD 
Principal Research Specialist 
Dept. of Ag. & Bio Engineering 
University of Illinois 
1304 West Pennsylvania Ave 
Urbana, IL  61801 
(217) 333-3417 
repetrea@illinois.edu 
 
Mitch Ricketts, Ph.D., CSP 
Health, Safety & Environmental Quality 
Coordinator  
K-State Research & Extension  
105D Waters Hall  
Kansas State University  
Manhattan, KS 66506 
785-532-7068 
mrickett@ksu.edu 
 
Dale O. Ritzel, Ph.D., FAASE 
Professor Emeritus, Health Education 
Director Emeritus, Safety Center 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, IL 62901-6731 
dritzel@siu.edu 
 
Will Rogers 
Director of Government Affairs 
Nebraska Power Farming Show, Co-Director 
Iowa Nebraska Equipment Dealers Association 
1311 50th St 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 
515-223-5119 
willr@ineda.com 
 
Wayne Sanderson, PhD 
Director 
Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health 
100 Oakdale Campus #120 IREH 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 52242 
(319) 335-4207 
wayne-sanderson@iowa.edu 
 
Mary Schaer 
Iowa Department of Transportation 
736 NE 5th Street, 
Ankeny, IA   50021 
Mary.Schaer@dot.iowa.gov 

Bob Schultheis 
Natural Resource Engineering Specialist / CPD 
Univ. of MO Extension Center - Webster County 
800 S. Marshall St. 
Marshfield, MO 65706 
417-859-2044 
schultheisr@missouri.edu 
 
Mary Stahlhut  
CHSP Program Manager  
Office of Traffic and Safety  
Iowa Department of Transportation  
800 Lincoln Way  
Ames, Iowa  50010 
Mary.Stahlhut@dot.iowa.gov 
 
Charles V. Schwab, Ph.D. 
Professor and 
Extension Safety Specialist 
Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Dept. 
220 Industrial Education II 
Iowa State University 
Ames, IA 50011-3130 
(515) 294.4131 
cvschwab@iastate.edu 
 
Randall Silvey  
Missouri Dept. of Transportation 
Highway Safety Division  
2211 St. Mary's Blvd  
P.O. Box 270  
Jefferson City, MO  65102 
(573)751-4161 
Randall.Silvey@modot.mo.gov 
 
Bob Sperry 
Local Roads Safety Liaison 
Center for Transportation Research and Education 
2711S. Loop Dr. 
Ames, IA 50010 
(515) 294-7311 
rsperry@iastate.edu 
 
Louis Spoonour 
President 
Driveco CDL Learning Center 
2101 West 37th Avenue 
Gary, IN 46048 
219-887-3880 
drive@msn.com 
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Rich Strom, MN/SD Dealer Assn 
Executive Vice President/CEO 
MN-SD Equipment Dealers Association 
121 East Park Square 
Owatonna, MN 55060 
507-455-5623 
richs@msdeda.com 
 
Cheryl Tevis, Chief Editor 
Successful Farming Magazine 
Farmer 
1716 Locust 
Des Moines, IA  50309 
cheryl.tevis@meredith.com 
 
Bob Thompson 
Program Evaluator 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau 
Iowa Dept. of Public Safety 
215 East 7th Street  
Des Moines, Iowa 50319  
515-725-6134 
rthompso@dps.state.ia.us 
 
Robin Tutor 
NC Agromedicine Institute 
1157 VOA Site C Road 
Greenville, NC 27834 
(252) 744-1000 
tutorr@ecu.edu 
 
Evan Vebrugge 
Rock County Sheriff 
1000 N. Blue Mound Ave 
PO Box 613   
Luverne MN, 56156 
(507) 283 - 5000 
evan.verbrugge@co.rock.mn.us 
 
 

Mike Weber 
Manager, Technical & Safety Services 
Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) 
6737 W. Washington St., Ste. 2400 
Milwaukee, WI  53214 
414.298.4149 
mweber@AEM.org 
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Suggested Work-Groups 

Farmer Group 
 
Shari Burgus, IA, Facilitator 
Gib Cady, IL 
Ellen Culver, IL 
Gary Erisman, IL 
Paul Gunderson, ND 
Holly R. Higgins, KS 
Tracton Lewis, ND 
Carol Miller, IA 
Cheryl Tevis, IA 
Sharry Nielsen, NE 
Polly Nicholson, MO 
 
Sheriff/State Police 
 
Chuck Schwab, IA, Facilitator 
Todd Brautigam, IL 
Keith Brown, IL 
Karin Groves, IL 
Kevin Hickey, IL 
John Jefferson, IL 
Trooper Vince Kurtz, IA 
Roger Mulch, IL 
Julian Ortiz, IA 
Evan Vebrugge, MN 
Robin Tutor, NC 
 
State Agency 
 
Jan Goldsmith, IA, Facilitator 
Carson Fitzgerald, NE 
Sean Owings, NE 
Mary Schaer, IA 
Randall Silvey, MO 
Bob Sperry, IA 
Bob Thompson, IA 
Keith Knapp, MN 

Driver Training 
 
Eileen Fisher, IA, Facilitator 
Diane Hall, SD 
Eric Majeres, SD 
Larry Nagel, ND 
Mike O’Connell, VA 
Dale O. Ritzel, IL 
Louis Spoonour, VA 
Dan Neenan, IA 
Bob Schultheis, MO 
 
Manufacturer/Dealer 
 
Karen Funkenbusch, Facilitator 
Will Rogers, IA/NE 
Rich Strom, MN/SD 
Mike Weber, WI 
Wayne Sanderson, IA 
Mel Myers, KY/GA 
William Booker, NE 
Dennis J. Murphy, PA 
Bob Aherin, IA 
Mitch Ricketts, KS 
 
Conference Contacts 
 
Murray Madsen, IA 
Chip Petrea, IL 
Ron Dennis, Nationwide Ag Business, IA 
Brian Hammer, Nationwide Ag Business, OH 
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State Groups 

Illinois 
Bob Aherin, IL 
Todd Brautigam, IL 
Keith Brown, IL 
Gib Cady, IL 
Ellen Culver, IL 
Gary Erisman, IL 
Karin Groves, IL 
Kevin Hickey, IL 
John Jefferson, IL 
Roger Mulch, IL 
Dale O. Ritzel, IL 
 

Iowa 
Shari Burgus, IA 
Eileen Fisher, IA 
Jan Goldsmith, IA 
Trooper Vince Kurtz, IA 
Carol Miller, IA 
Dan Neenan, IA 
Julian Ortiz, IA 
Will Rogers, IA/NE 
Mary Schaer, IA 
Chuck Schwab, IA 
Bob Sperry, IA 
Cheryl Tevis, IA 
Bob Thompson, IA 
Wayne Sanderson, IA 
 

Kansas 
Holly R. Higgins, KS 
Mitch Ricketts, KS 
 

Minnesota 
Keith Knapp, MN 
Rich Strom, MN/SD 
Evan Vebrugge, MN 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Missouri 
Polly Nicholson, MO 
Bob Schultheis, MO 
Randall Silvey, MO 
Karen Funkenbusch, MO 
 

Nebraska 
William Booker, NE 
Carson Fitzgerald, NE 
Sharry Nielsen, NE 
Sean Owings, NE 
 

North Dakota 
Paul Gunderson, ND 
Tracton Lewis, ND 
Larry Nagel, ND 
 

South Dakota 
Diane Hall, SD 
Eric Majeres, SD 
 

Wisconsin 
Mike Weber, WI 
 

Other States 
Dennis J. Murphy, PA 
Mel Myers, KY/GA 
Mike O’Connell, VA 
Louis Spoonour, VA 
Robin Tutor, NC 
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Work Groups 
 
The most important concerns related to/factors contributing to farm equipment/motor 
vehicle crashes are____________? 
 
Pick the top three. 
 
If these are the three most important concerns/factors, what are the most effective ways of 
addressing them? 
 
 
 
State Groups 
 
What do you think your state group can do to reduce farm equipment/motor vehicle 
crashes? 
 
What are specific activities/steps that your state group could take to accomplish what it 
would like to do? 
 
What could your state group do to determine whether the activities/steps taken have been 
effective in reducing farm equipment/motor vehicle crashes? 

Work-Group and State-Group Questions  


