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I-CASH to convene rural roadway safety stakeholders meeting Service

Iowa's Center for Agricultural Safety and Health invites the public to participate in a rural
roadway safety meeting to be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. July 23, at the lowa Department of
Public Safety, 2135 East 7th 5., in Des Moines, lowa.

Farm equipment on public roads can be hazardous for motorists and farm equipment operators.
Due to concerns about rural roadway safety, Jowa's Center for Agricultural Safety and Health (I-
CASH), based in the University of lowa College of Public Health, developed an awareness campaign
called "It's Preventable” to draw attention of both farmers and the general public to the safest ways
toshare the road.

"Farm equipment and motorist safety was a No. 1 concern of producers serving on the 1-CASH
producer’s committee,” said Jan Goldsmith, chair of the I-CASH Preducer’s Committee and retired
occupant protection program manager in the Governer's Traffic Safety Bureau. Tt was the issue
identified as the top concern we wanted addressed.”

In March, Goldsmith and mere than 50 leaders from 13 states met at the "Farm Equipment/Motor
Vehicle Crash Prevention Conference” in Des Moines, where they developed plans to improve rural
readwav safety in each state represented. The July 23 meeting will convene Iowa stakeholders
who will further develop and implement Iowa’s rural readway safety plan. Iowa and the other
state plans are part of the conference summary notes at: h www.public-

health.uiowa.edu/gpcah/

Rural roadwav safetv is a prominent national concern. The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System documented an average of o4 fatal crashes
annually between farm equipment and motor vehicles in 2003-2007 data for the United States.

In Towa, there were 202 farm equipment/ vehicle crashes in 2008, according to the Great Plains
Center for Agricultural Health, based in the UI College of Public Health. Eighty-three of these
crashes resulted in 113 non-fatal injuries and six fatalities. Research indicates occupants of the
motor vehicle are almost three times more likely o be injured. However of the six fatalities
represented in JTowa data, four were farm equipment operators.

“Many of these crashes may have been preventable,” said Eileen Fisher, associate director of I-
CASH, which is a partnership of the University of lowa, lowa State University, the lowa
Department of Public Health, and the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. "We
invite interested persons to attend this conference to be part of the solution.”

@uiowa.edu or 319-335-4224.

Interested parties sheuld contact Fisher by July 20 at eiles

STORY SOURCE: University of lowa College of Public Health Office of Communications and

External Relations, 4257 Westlawn, Iowa City, Towa 52242.
ah-fletct

MEDIA CONTACT: Hannah Fletcher, 310-384-4277, 1 (@uiowa.edu; Eileen Fisher,

319-335-4224,
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